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Flag Manufacturers Association of America (FMAA) Thanks Congresswoman
Elise Stefanik for Leading the Call to Protect the Integrity of '"Made in the
USA" Labeling on American Flags

November 12, 2024

The Flag Manufacturers Association of America (FMAA) extends its heartfelt gratitude to Congresswoman
Elise Stefanik (R-NY) for her leadership and dedication in calling upon the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to
take immediate action against companies falsely labeling their flags as "Made in the USA." In a powerful letter
co-led with Representatives Virginia Foxx (R-NC) and Nick Langworthy (R-NY) addressed to FTC Chair Lina
Khan, Congresswoman Stefanik expressed her concerns about deceptive labeling practices from companies
based in the People's Republic of China (PRC) selling mislabeled American flags on online retail platforms.
This crucial step is a testament to these leaders' commitment to defending American jobs and protecting the
integrity of products that symbolize our national pride.

Lauren VandenBosch, President of the FMAA and National Account Manager at Valley Forge Flag Company,
shared her appreciation:

"I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the members of Congress urging the Federal Trade
Commission to enforce Textile Labeling Laws and the INFORM Consumers Act. These crucial
measures, particularly regarding online third-party marketplaces, are vital for securing the future of
domestic U.S. flag manufacturing and safeguarding American jobs. By promoting transparency and
accountability, such enforcement significantly contributes to the preservation of domestic U.S. flag
manufacturers for generations to come. As a next-generation leader in the industry and proud
employee of Valley Forge Flag, I am committed to protecting our revered industry and paving the
way for other young leaders who share my passion for 100% ‘Made in the USA’ flags, with the
integrity and honor our national symbol deserves."

The FMAA, in collaboration with organizations like the National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO) and
the National Independent Flag Dealers Association (NIFDA), is working to address malicious practices by
certain sellers on online platforms. Issues raised to Congresswoman Stefanik's office include:

1. Textile Fiber Products Identification Act (TFPIA) Violations — Failure to label flags with country of origin,
fiber content, and manufacturer details.

2. Tariff Act of 1930 Violations — Mislabeling or omission of the country of origin and importation of counterfeit
flags.

3. FTC Act Violations — Deceptive practices in advertising, such as labeling imported flags as "Made in the USA."
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4. Trademark and Intellectual Property Violations — Misuse of trademarks, including the "FMAA Certified
Made in USA" logo by unauthorized sellers.

5. INFORM Consumers Act Violations — Lack of accurate seller identification on high-volume online
marketplaces.

6. U.S. Customs and Border Protection Regulations Violations — False declarations regarding the origin and
value of shipments, often expedited by de minimis rules that bypass certain customs processes.

These concerns reflect the need for comprehensive oversight and enforcement to prevent deceptive practices
that undermine domestic manufacturers. The FMAA commends Congresswoman Stefanik and her colleagues
for their proactive approach to protecting consumers, supporting American industry, and maintaining the
integrity of products that carry our national symbol.

For more information on how you can support domestic flag manufacturing and advocate for transparent
labeling, please visit the FMAA website or contact us at info@fmaa-usa.com or at 610-971-4850.

About FMAA

The Flag Manufacturers Association of America (FMAA) was established in 2003 with the intent to bring
America's leading United States flag manufacturers and suppliers together in collaboration and conversation.
The FMAA is dedicated to educating the public on the quality of flags manufactured in the United States and
raising awareness of the importance of American flags "Made in the USA", as well as the proper use of our
nation's greatest symbol.

Contact:

The Flag Manufacturers Association of America
994 Old Eagle School Road, Suite 1019

Wayne, PA 19087

(610) 971 4850

info@fmaa-usa.com
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